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On Jamuary 15, 1939, the first year of Hedicsl Anesthesia was
ccupleted. Above all, we wish to express our deep apprsciastion to the
Surgical Btaff, and especially to its Director, for their splendid
covperation, without which very little can be sccomplished., The Homse
Staff also have been stimulating in their interest, and esger to act
on suggestioms with regard to cholce of agents and technies, and pre-
medications. Miss. Penland and hier associstes rendered us invaluable
asslstance which leaves nothing to be disired, esjeclally with the plan-
ning of the teaching schedule. The administration has been most help~
ful with our demands for new ejuipment, and with'the mumercus probe
lems related to the establishment of residencies.

The general lan for teaching, eclinical work, and ressarch has
been inaugurated.
A. Clinical Works 940 cases on 13 services were znesthetized by ;
medical anesthetists. A detailed char® hac teen kept of yreopesration s
and po: toperation complicati ns as well us opsrative dats for each case. |
For ezch chart a Hollerith Punch Card was made according to the Ration-
al Anesthesia Code. Data from these cards will be availaile within
a months. Miss Dorothy Kurtz has made sany valuable suggestions and
future use of this meth,d of statisticu:l analysis will te uader the
M”C tiﬁﬂo
B. Residencies: Two residente in anesthesie have boen added to
replace vacancies on the surse anssthetist staff, Dr. Robert Glade
stone began service October 15, 1938 and Dr. Charles Stein December £,
1938, The teaching of the residents has been individual, Yo dais. De-
pendent in thedr past experdience. An effort is asade to acquaint
them thoroughly with inhalational methods and agents as the Lazis for
their anesthesia training. Intravenons methods have beem used in
Sloans Hospltal and the Bar Nosé and Throat service. The rsgional techh |
nics have been practiced frejueuily on cadavers and used at the reguest :
of ths various cliniecs in dealing ¥ith intractable pain. Anesthesia !
stalf meetings have not het been started becauss of the smsll size of
- the group, but the weekly staff meeting at B:llevue Hespital has been
iy attended regularly,
C. Undergraduate Teaching has proved to be juite tims-consuning
but thds will be remedied as the resident staff is incrcased. B8ince
Septexber lsti, over 300 cases have bsen anesihelized by the fourth
year students. Bach group in additionhhss received an aversge of
8-1l0 hours of didactic work during the £ nurnings of auvesthesia work,
& certain waount of o.tside reading is also required. One combined ¢
clinic on "Resusclitation™ was given in Novezmier.
D. Heetingss Oune short talk on "nsurological Complication of
8pinal Ancstgesia®™ was given at a Surgical Comference in f
larchs ?
7 At the yearly meeting in April of Dr. Rajph Haters®s :
il former residents at Macison, Wisconsin, a repert on
f "Oxygen Want in Spinal Anesthesis™usas made.
The first dwe Rectures db-the House Staff Graduate
Series were on the subject of ®Anesthesia¥, 3



On Octover 19, the visiting Congress Of Anesthetists was enter-
tained at the Presbylerien Hespital. Atout 150 members atiended.
Papers were presented by Drs. Humphreys and Hoors, Dr. Barach, and
Dr. Williams and ons paper from this divisicn on ™Experience with
Pontoceine Spinal Anesthesia®.

Other meetings attended were those of the Amari&an Soclety of
Anesthetiests at Ne: Haven and Wew York, besides the wesk of meeiings
of the Congress of Anesthelisis.

E. Resesrch: Two research problems are under way, one sith
Dr. George Humphreys on the "Effact of Intrathoracic procedures on
eirculasion in the human subject® and ome with Drs. Drew and Scudder
on ®The Effect of Avertin on bleood specific gravity®., Appsratus is
being assembled for work on the ®Effect of Avertin anesthesis on
pulmonary ventilation®.

_ Fe Librarys Wir. Firming the Medical Lilrarian, bhas obtained

all the 200 referen.es suggested as & basis for an anesthesia 1ib~
rary as well as complets bound sets of MAnesthesie et Analgesie",
"Schwersz-Harkose® and PGiomale Italianc de Anestesia e di Analgesis®.
The British and American Journals will soon be completed, In addition
two ®Bibliofilms® of & rare copy of ™A Plysical Disseriation on
Drowning® published in 1747, and of "The Connexion of Life with Hes-
piration®, 1788 have been obtained from the Lilrary of Congress. Theee
are the first Bibliocfilms to be regue:.ted for the sedical library. The
Reprint Bollection is being enlarged fregusnily.

G, HMiseellansouss One exglosion resulted from the use of nitrous
oxide~other anesthesia in Sloane Hospital., The case was investigated
by Dre. Horatio B. Williams, Kenneth Cole and Karl Comnell. The
expiosion huzard in anesthesia is comstantly bedng studied and the
technic is being changed to increasse the safety margin for Loth patient
and anesthetist. :

Inhy visitors brought us interssting provleus from many countries.
Among the Anesthetists entertained were some from London, Vienne, Cape-
town, South Africa, Santiago, Chile, snd Syduey, Ausis alia.

The first part of the examinations f r Felliow of the American
Board of Anesthesioloty was peesed in October. The second part
will be taken this year. Work for the degiree of Doctor of Hedical
Science in Aresthesis will begim es scon as time pernmiis,

Plans for 1939s The enlargement of the Anesthesia slaff will
continue as startsde~-by repl .cing vacancies in the nursing stalf with
graduate physicians planning to spscialisze in anestheslclofy.

The residents training will be enlarged to include the Lye,
Reurological and Obstséricsl services as time pernits. e bave al-
ready been requssted to tuke over all the obsteirical anesthesia but
this is obviously impoesible at present. Further opportunities to
perform block anssthesies are needed, whether for surgical procedures,
treatment of intractable pain due to malignancy, or for relief of pain
in cases with fractured ribs. The intravenous anssthesia clinics
- will be enlarged especially in Slozne Hospital.

Anesthesia staff conferences should be held weeki: to discuss in-
teresting cases, deathy and mumerous t@pics related to anesthesis.



It is also planned to have residents present on division rounda,‘nhnnw
ever possible.

Hiss Kurtez has suggested = soluticn for the provlem of keeping de=
tailed charts, havin them incorporated in the pautient’s record during
the hospltal stay , and filed peramspently in the anesthesla office for

‘teaching purposes. This will be tried out in the near future.

It would be desiratle in the new plan for training of surgical
residents, to include scme work in practical anesthesiz.

. Heetings at Madison, Bisconsin in April, snd the A.M.. meeting
in St. Louls, do. will be attended, the latter as & demonstrator of
the Anesthesia Exhibit. | :

Agein we express our ap.reclation of the cooperation given by
the Surgical Staff and trust it sill continue in 1939. Criticisa
of the anesthesia service is invited and any suggesiions will be
carefully econsidered.

. Respectfully subaitted,

Virginie Apgar
Attending Anesthetist
Presbyterian Hospital




